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STEM-focused occupations have grown 79% 
over the last three decades and are projected to 
grow over 11% by 2030. Yet, “only 20% of high 
school graduates are prepared for college-level 
course work in STEM majors.” * 

There is a disconnect between the growth of STEM 

industries and how prepared the next generation is to fill 

quality roles in these expanding fields. STEM education 

opportunities are lacking across the board and too often 

offerings that inspire STEM interest, especially at a young 

age, are non-existent. How is the demand for a STEM 

workforce going to be met?

A STEM workforce requires more than just skills to complete 

a work order. Whether through a college degree, vocational 

training or an apprenticeship program, STEM fields demand 

curious individuals eager to solve problems and pave a 

path into the future. Cultivating this curiosity early in an 

individual’s education creates the foundation for not only 

building the workforce of the future but solving the world’s 

most pressing issues.

NTC’s Connect2Next STEM workforce development 

educational program cultivates the next generation to be 

these curious, critical thinkers who are eager to build STEM 

skills and solve problems. And yes, fill the quality roles in 

rapidly expanding STEM industries.

*The Harvard Gazette, November 2021, reporting on US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS) labor projections for next the decade (2020-2030)

CONNECT2

A STEM Workforce Development 
Educational Program Focused on 
Fostering the Next Generation



A STEM WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
INITIATIVE
Connect2Next is a customizable, turnkey educational 

program designed to spark curiosity for STEM learning early 

in an individual’s education, when laying the foundation for 

work in STEM fields is most vital. The program is built to inspire 

the next generation to engage in critical thinking and 

problem-solving in a fun, interactive and memorable way. We 

employ live actor-educators to engage students and inspire 

active learning that supports the development of 21st Century 

skills now and into the future.

A SCAFFOLDED EDUCATIONAL OFFERING
Connect2Next nurtures STEM learning through three crucial 

learning levels:

Connect2Next creatively meets each learning group where 

they are at, fostering pathways into STEM learning and 

occupations. Through both in-school events and interactive 

digital engagement, Connect2Next reaches students in 

dynamic ways, providing guideposts into growing STEM fields.

EDUCATIONAL ENGAGEMENT EXPERTS
NTC is an award-winning implementer of effective K-12 

education outreach programs on behalf of our clients, 

providing them with measurable ROI through our highly 

visible and scalable programs. We put our clients' messaging  

to work in the community and build a brighter tomorrow by 

engaging the future now.
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Grades 3-5 - Discover Who’s Working
Inspiring upper elementary students to discover how they can 

make a difference in the world through STEM learning and STEM 

occupations.

Grades 6-8 - Explore Your Future 
Opening perspectives for middle school students to explore the 

breadth of potential STEM career pathways.

Grades 9-10 - Connect to What’s Next
Engaging high school students to converse with industry 

professionals and explore opportunities to work in green jobs.

BUILDING THE 
FUTURE NOW
Connect2Next can deliver an impact 

on STEM workforce development at 

the heart of the future: students in 

grades 3-10. Nurturing STEM interest 

early is key to unlocking student 

potential for success in STEM careers. 

Connect2Next engages students to 

discover what is possible, explore 

their curiosity and connect their 

STEM learning to a STEM career. 

Inspiring students to Connect2Next 

builds the path to not only developing 

a future STEM workforce, but 

nurturing a better tomorrow.
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The National Theatre for Children (NTC) is a 
woman-owned, award-winning educational outreach 
provider that creates live events in schools, livestream 
performances, standards-aligned educational 
materials, teacher training, graphic novels and more to 
teach, entertain and inspire students, families and 
educators on behalf of organizations that want to 
make a difference in their communities. 

Since 1978, we have formed connections and helped 
develop relationships between thousands of schools 
and corporations, nonprofits and governmental 
organizations. Our value is not just in the impact we 
create; our turnkey services also change the lives and 
trajectories of students, mobilize parents and entire 
families with beneficial messages, and cultivate 
community-wide goodwill for clients.


